
ease of assembly, as well 

as the others. The upper 

deck simply dropped into 

the lower hull for a perfect 

fitðall that I needed to do 

was run some liquid ce-

ment around the join. 

Certainly a far cry from a 

similar kit from a certain 

Hong Kong based manu-

facturer, which usually 

needs the attention of nu-

merous clamps and a 

great deal of bad lan-

guage! 

Have fun and keep model-

ling! 

Many many moons ago 

(1972 or thereabouts) I 

built my first 1/35 scale kit. 

As I recall, it was the Pan-

zer II with DAK troops, 

from Tamiya. At long last, 

there were armour kits 

available that were a rea-

sonable size and for 

which a magnifying glass 

was not required to see 

the detail. 

The thought has occurred 

to me that it is quite likely 

that some members of the 

club hadnôt even been 

born then, which is a wor-

rying thought . . . .  

Tamiya set the bench-

mark for good quality ar-

mour, in that their kits 

were simple, accurate (up 

to a point), and above all 

easy to assemble.  

Somebody online made 

the point recently that 

Tamiya kits were de-

signed for a Japanese 

family to build seated 

around the kitchen table 

after dinner, and I can 

quite believe that. 

Recently I decided to build 

a more recent Tamiya 

armour kit, in this instance 

the Tiger 1 Initial Produc-

tion Afrika, No. 35227. It 

was very pleasing to see 

that Tamiya have main-

tained their standards for 

Editorial (aka Robõs Rantings) 
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Left and rightð

some of the first 

images of the 

new Meng Pan-

ther A. Please 

note that there 

are FOUR sepa-

rate and different 
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It had been a very, very  long time coming but with the timely 100 year commemoration of The Great War a few 

short years ago many manufacturers decided, and rightly so, to release many and varied subjects from that period 

in 1:35.  And boyôoôboy was I grateful along with many others around the globe! 

The newcomers Meng and Takom boldly entered the fray releasing many and varied versions of the British tanks in 

service at the time, with Meng throwing in a German  A7V and versions of the French FT for good measure, and 

Takom offering several versions of the French Saint-Chamond Chars, a Skoda Howitzer and a Krupp Morser.  

Takom also delighted punters of 1:16 kits with three versions of the French FT!   

Hobby Boss also obliged long suffering modellers with various examples of both the French Schneider and the 

Saint-Chamond Chars as well.  And ICM have released a handful of military versions of the famous Ford Model T 

car. 

However Tamiya surprised many and may even have been the first to release a modern researched and tooled 

WW1 related AFV kit with their British Mark IV male, albeit only available as a motorised version.  Alas they appear 

not to have had the confidence to release any other WW1 related fighting vehicles. 

Figures and accessories have not been forgotten either with some of the manufacturers offering very nice additions 

in this respect.  Tamiya released two British Infantry sets, one with equipment and small arms, Meng a set of Ger-

man Stormtroopers and a French FT crew with Orderly, and Masterbox a set of various tank men, a set comprising 

of both German and British Cavalry Officers and a set of British Infantry.  

ICM went berserk and released a huge range of related figures and weapons and equipment sets ï British, Rus-

sian, Hungarian, ANZAC, Italian, US, German, French, and Austro-Hungarian.  Huge kudos to ICM for their belief 

and conviction in producing so many exciting releases from the WW1 period. 

And depending upon your point of view and persuasions the following major manufacturers could rightly be included 

in the shame files for disappointingly not bothering or perhaps not considering it worthy of taking the risk of releas-

ing any WW1 related kits (in no particular order) ï Bronco, Dragon, Academy, AFV Club, Revell, Italeri, Trumpeter 

(okay okay I concede that Trumpeter is Hobby Boss), et cetera.  Maybe we should give these manufacturers the 

benefit of the doubt as they may not have received the memo yet! 

And whilst I am handing out plaudits to those manufacturers who took a chance and offered kits from The Great 

War period, I have to take my hat off to the original pioneers of yesteryear, the manufacturers that had the confi-

dence to release these subjects in times when financial reward was almost unlikely, such as Emhar for their British 

Mark IVs and Whippet, Tauro for their German A7V, and RPM for their French FTs.  And a special mention to 

Emhar and Airfix for their 1:72 German A7V and British Mark IV tanks and 1:76 British Mark I (or is it a Mark II !) 

respectively. 

But now with the end of the 100 year commemoration of The Great War fast approaching do we think that any of 

the major manufacturers will continue to release items for The Great War period? 

We are yet to see many of the experimental British machines that followed on from the Mark V and Whippet de-

signs, and equally the German experimental light tanks and the massive K-Wagens of which two were under con-

struction.  And any of the immediate post-war designs that arrived after the armistice and therefore too late to be 

fielded in combat ï excluding the Meng released Char 2C of course ï thank you Meng!       Continued on Page 3 



Furthermore we really havenôt seen any of the iconic British and German armoured cars that were so prevalent 

at the start and end of the conflict either which is a real shame as they are so very unique to the period and mo-

bile armoured warfare in general. 

And unfortunately it would seem, the opportunity for any of the injection-moulded manufacturers to release two 

of the most important military vehicles of the day ï Little Willie the very first workable tank concept, and his im-

mediate successor ï Mother the very first tank, the first of the iconic rhomboid shaped British landships, seems 

to have almost passed us by for, as I disappointingly suspect, once we have gone beyond the 100 year com-

memoration of The Great War, the manufacturers will no longer show any interest in this soon to be forgotten 

genre of scale modelling.  Hereôs hoping that I am wrongéé 

Until next time, take care, stay safe, and happy modelling to all!  

Kindest regards, 

.ǊŀŘ [ƛǧƭŜōƻȅ 

From the Cupola (contõd from Page 2) 
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Ooooh, look, a Panzer III to match some of our (older) members, i.e. fossilised. Hang on a minute, the older mem-

bers òprobably includes me .. . . . !!  Thanks Shane Black for the pic. 



A Visit to Ronnelõs Hobbies 
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Regular attendees at AMMS meetings would have trouble failing to notice the presence of Ron Puttee in the corner 

of the meeting room, surrounded by his wares of books, and now, kits as well. Many members may not know that 

Ron has a storage unit down in godôs own country (Redland City to those who are not fortunate enough to live 

there) and I was recently invited to visit said den of modelling. 

Itôs not a large establishment, and is open only by request to Ron, which is one reason I wonôt be identifying the 

exact location, as he doesnôt need people queueing up at the door every day. To say the unit is full would be an 

understatement, and I would estimate Ron brings about 50% of the contents every time he comes down to AMMS. 

I trust members appreciate the effort involved in doing this and the excellent prices that Ron offers. 

This what the unit looks from outside (below)ðwait until you see the inside! 

 

Inside are shelves heavily packed with boxes and boxes 

of books and shelves of Meng and Takom kits. 

For many years, Ron only sold books, but recently has 

branched out into Meng and Takom kits as well, as can be 

seen in the photo at right. If anybody is thinking of buying 

Meng and/or Takom overseas or at Hobby One or Hob-

byrama, my advice is donôt. 

While Ronôs prices may be on a par with those from overseas, there are no postage costs, which can be a consid-

erable saving. 

Continued on Page 5 

 


