
different kits in 1/35 scale 

and no less than 42 in 

1/72 scale! No, Iôm not 

going to add my usual 

lament about the lack of a 

decent BergepantherðIôm 

sure you all know my feel-

ings in that regard. 

Of course, other firms do 

produce Panthers, such 

as Italeri and Tamiya, but 

I suspect that their share 

of the market must be 

pretty minimal beside the 

colossus of DML. 

On that note, happy mod-

elling, see you Saturday, 

and bring along your Pan-

thers. 

Where is it all going to 

end? The current edition 

of Military Modelling con-

tains a review of a device 

for making grab handles 

of three, four or five milli-

metres in width. 

Simply place your wire 

into the appropriate slot, 

close the tool, and snip off 

your grab handle. It is, 

however, limited to the 

widths specified above 

and a maximum height of 

two millimetres, using rel-

atively thin wire, so larger 

grab handle still have to 

be made the old way. 

Those of you who were at 

last monthôs meeting 

would be aware that it 

was the first ñthemedò 

meeting, and the theme 

was ñShermansò. I thought 

it was quite successful, 

and thanks to those who 

brought along their efforts, 

especially Ron Puttee, 

with a huge display of kits, 

and Sladie, with a genuine 

WW2 US tankerôs helmet. 

Letôs hope we do as well 

this month with the Pan-

ther theme. 

I had a scratch through 

the cupboards and came 

up with four gun Panthers, 

one Bergepanther and a 

Jagdpanther, all or at 

least some of which I will 

bring along. 

I think it could be safely 

said that Dragon has pret-

ty much got the Panther 

market sewn up, with 24 

Editorial (aka Robõs Rantings) 
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Yes folks Iôm back. No not just this edition, which would be wishful thinking on your part. 

No on a more permanent basis again. Okay enough groaning moaning yawning gasping 

eye rolling muttering grumbling etc.  Please sit back and enjoy the ride or at least pre-

tend to, againéé.. 

This month I am thinking about doing a Scorer, and that is just waxing on about what Iôm 

going to write about this month whilst I have a moment of spare time between work, or 

work, or family, or house, or work, or family, or house, or AMMS, or modelling, or AMMS, 

or work, or house, or family, or work, oh yeah and did I mention AMMS.  Just repeat this 

several times and you will get the picture.  And for most of us this is a similar Groundhog 

Day scenario.  Oh well such is life! 

Any who, so I gave up on that topic as it was getting repetitive so I sat at my computer 

desk with another coffee and thought about something else to pen.  A second later and I 

still didnôt have anything.  Might have to think a little bit harderééé.. 

Enough of this diatribe!  How about a gencopiece (thatôs general conversational piece 

for all you un-ed-you-mah-kated folk!) on AMMS or more specifically what we do, how 

we do it and level of commitment (insert sound of crickets chirping here). 

Now I want to make this very clear from the outset.  This is not meant to imply that mem-

bers who make a suggestion proposal idea and / or demand are going to get their wish.  

It doesnôt work like that Iôm sorry.  So if thatôs what you are thinking donôt bother.  I want 

feedback from members that is constructive and in line with the aggregated level of com-

mitment already demonstrated by members.  I will make constructive suggestions of 

merit available for further discussion by either bringing it to your attention in this section 

each month or during the meeting announcements.  Then at your leisure you can bring 

your proposal to me for further consideration.   

Some examples might be (and these are just that - speculative examples) ñdo we want 

to scale down our commitment/s to QMHEò or ñdo we want to reintroduce workshops at 

some monthly meetingsò or ñdo we want meetings to start laterò.  That type of thing.  

Whatever it is you are welcome to make it but remember this.  If you have a suggestion 

or gripe, put some effort in and make it clear and unambiguous as a developed idea or a 

reasoned concern and make it heard otherwise you may not get the opportunity again.  

Remember it is your clubéééé. 

Until next time, happy modelling! 

Regards, 



Some blokes in the States building a custom delivery van based on, would you believe, 
a Sd. Kfz. 251? 

Something Different (thanks Shane Black)  
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Gunze Sangyoôs Panther G from 1987 holds a special place in our hobby. Until the re-
lease of the Gunze Sangyoôs Panther G the only Panthers on offer were Tamiyaôs 1968 
Panther A and Italeriôs Panther A (I think).  What makes the Gunze Sangyo Panther G 
an interesting model for armour buffs is that it marks the beginning of the Panther being 
brought into the modern era of modelling: a transition phase I suppose.  At the time it 
was an expensive kit. It was manufactured in Japan and promoted as a ñHigh Tech Mod-
elò comprising an expansive assembly booklet, plastic Model Kasten tracks, lots of white 
metal parts, a relatively large fret of etch, a turned metal barrel, and nifty metal front 
fenders already curved into the correct shape, all in the one box. The hull, turret, wheels 
and a few other bits were cast in white plastic.   

Eventually the Gunze Sangyo molds were brought by Dragon and Gunze Sangyoôs pan-
ther was given a second lease of life when Dragon reissued it as the Panther G with IR 
sights around 1994, this time cast all in plastic. Remember these kits?  This roughly co-
incided with Tamiyaôs new release of the Panther G and I think this is still is a pretty nice 
kit. But Dragonôs Panther G with IR sights was soon superceded by todayôs pretty awe-
some kits by Dragon.   

Although it has been superceded, I think the Gunze Sangyo Panther still has its place in 
the history of our hobby as it incorporated all sorts of materials into the one box, and 
massively improved on the Panthers then available. In its day it was somewhat a pres-
tige model to buy and own. A while back I picked up a Gunze Sangyoôs Panther G that 
someone had just started assembling, so I stripped off the paint and reintegrated all the 
bits back into the box.  The box is covered in pictures and data, and my box is marked 
as ñThe 1St Lot 10/1987 G-701-8000ò, with the last four digits I think being itôs price in 
Yen in 1987. I figure thatôs around AU$100 in 1987: Pricey!   

Iôll be bringing my Gunze Sangyo Panther to the meeting on Saturday for anyone inter-
ested in having a look, so donôt forget to bring your Panther kits, whether they be new in 
the box, partially completed, or fully finished. And bring your update kits and reference 
material too if youôre keen.  

Itõs Panther Month at AMMS (Thanks Dom) 
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Modeller Plod returns !  After spending some time staring at a blank sheet of paper, I fi-

nally came up with something to say. 

Colour - Are you a stickler for colour accuracy or is it a case of ñclose enough is good 

enoughò ? Armies issue specific colour standards and paint manufacturers are expected 

to deliver the product to those standards.  When one is painting a model, it is useful to 

know what the actual 1:1 colour looked like. From there you can decide where to go re-

garding  fading, weathering and other variables. 

A factory-fresh vehicle should be as close as possible to the 1:1 colour while a well-used 

vehicle or one repainted at a maintenance depot could look quite different. Then there is 

the question of ñscale colourò from a more artistic point of view. 

For myself, most of my WW2 vehicles come in one colour ï olive drab (American or Brit-

ish variety). Some people may have noticed, but in case you didnôt, I do have a liking for 

Olive Drab. If ever there was a colour that causes endless discussion/argument, this is it. 

So, what colour is Olive Drab ? Of all the articles I have read over the years and info from 

other sources, I am confident that it is ñbrownò rather than ñgreenò  - a darkish olive 

brown. This refers specifically to US Army Ground Forces OD No.9. There are a number 

of other olive drabs. I have no samples of the real thing. During a couple of trips to the 

US back in the 1970s, I saw a few army vehicles and have a memory of them being a 

brownish olive shade. I wasnôt greatly concerned about colour specifics back then and 

memory is a deceptive thing. Also, trying to judge a colour from photographs is a risky 

business. I have seen the same photo published in different books/magazines; some look 

brown, some green. 

I have tried numerous mixes of various Humbrol paints (my preferred brand) but never 

quite cracked it. However, itôs fun trying so I reckon I will just keep on keeping on, as 

someone used to say. 

It is said that 25% of the male population is colour-blind to some extent. So much for the 

subject of colour. 

On a closing note, what is this Bergepanther thing the keeps getting mentioned ? Sounds 

like something you get at McDonalds or Hungry Jackôs. 

Yours in muddling, sorry, modelling, 

Michael Flynn 

Ed note: I will not lower myself to comment on the obvious colossal ignorance shown by 

certain people of one of the better tank recovery vehicles of WW2, save to say that at 

least he can spell Bergepanther! 

As for Olive Drab, the best reference I know of is Pages 50-62 of ñModelling US Armour 

of WW2ò by Steven J Zaloga. 

The Return of Modeller Plod  (Thanks Michael Flynn)  
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Probing and Prodding (Thanks Brad) 
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1:35 German A7V Tank (Krupp) 

MENG - kit number TS-017

 

Right then, as per my previous reviews under this title I will get straight to the disclaimer.  

Firstly, this kit was generously provided to me courtesy of my credit card - therefore all 

comments are mine and are based upon my opinion and are not otherwise influenced in 

any way, unless stated otherwise.  Secondly, I have a reasonably in-depth knowledge of 

this subject, and just about every reference available.  And thirdly, I am thoroughly enjoy-

ing building this kit.   

I am building the kit strictly OOB (it is my intention to complete the kit OOB however that 

may change as I proceed).  In my opinion, nearly halfway through the build, this is an 

outstanding kit, but it does have a few small issues and these will be explained in further 

detail below.  It has been a relatively quick, fun build and I would recommend it without 

reservations to anyone interested in WW1 armour.   

The following criterion was taken into consideration for the purpose of this review: kit con-

tents, detail, instructions, and build-ability.  Normally accuracy would also be included in 

my review however this criterion was not considered in this instance for Part 1 of my re-

view.   

PART 1 ï THE CHASSIS (Step 1 through 14 inclusive) 

HISTORY 

A very quick A7V construction lesson first.  Germany completed around 100 A7V chassis 

of which 20 were made into Sturmpanzerwagen.  Construction was divided into 2 batch-

es of 10 vehicles.  The armour for the first 10 was divided into two orders, one with Roch-

ling supplying plate for 5 vehicles and the other with Krupp for 5 vehicles.  The plates 

from Krupp were fabricated and delivered misshapen and had to be cut into sections and 

flattened to make fit.  These five A7V are now often referred to as the ñmulti-platesò as 

their side plates were constructed from 5 pieces.  This kit represents a ñmulti-plateò A7V 

and the decals are specific for chassis number 504 later named Schnuck.  The chassis 

numbers for the other four ñmulti-plateò A7V were 503, 541, 542 and 543, and therefore 

with some modification these Sturmpanzerwagens could be more readily constructed 

from this kit.  More history to follow in Part 2ééé. 



Probing and Prodding  (Contõd from Page 6) 
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CONTENTS  

MENG actually donôt advertise the parts count anywhere that I could see.  Thankfully 

Terry Ashley of PMMS provides the following breakdown of ingredients as such - 733 

plastic parts including 224 to complete the tracks, 30 photo etched parts, 1 instruction 

booklet, 1 decal sheet, 1 length of string, and 2 poly caps.  Yes it may look and sound 

like a lot of parts, and there are, but this provides excellent part definition. 

All the plastic parts that I have used thus far have been properly formed and well mould-

ed.  Parts break down and engineering has been extremely well thought out and execut-

ed to an extremely high level. 

The plastic is easy to work with and is not too soft and not too hard, and shows no aver-

sion to plastic cement.  Many parts have plastic nodes that have to be removed but other 

than slightly more clean-up this is of no other consequence, and in my opinion this is a 

miniscule price to pay for quality parts!   Sprue gates are minimal almost exclusively 

throughout the kit and in my opinion this is also a big plus. 

However most parts have mould seams from the manufacturing process and thankfully 

(so far) no parts have been misaligned to make the removal of these more onerous.  Ad-

ditionally there has been a small amount of flash on a number of parts but again this has 

been easy to deal with.  Disappointingly there are some ejector pin marks to contend 

with but most are hidden during assembly.   

Curiously, there seem to be no optional parts provided to make other A7V other than 

Schnuck.  As many will already know, each of the 20 wagens was hand-built and each 

machine differed either significantly or moderately in some detail.  Perusal of the parts 

and instructions fail to locate any optional parts to make any of the other variants.  I won-

der if MENG have other plans afoot? 

I havenôt had to use any of the photo etch parts yet however it seems to be of high quali-

ty although perhaps it is a little on the thick side.  Perusal of the instructions shows that 

all of the photo etch is fitted externally except for the two detailed radiator facia which are 

quite impressive. 

The decals are printed by Cartograf so quality is assured.  Everything is in register with 

appropriate colouration.  Markings are provided for chassis number 504 Schnuck and 

this is indeed appropriate for this kit.  As of yet I have not checked the markings for accu-

racy, size and proportions.   

 
  

DETAIL  

Absolutely incredible!  The finesse of some of the parts is second to none.  Detail is 

abundant and extremely well executed.  MENG have even moulded numerous protective 

protrusions on the sprue frames to help mitigate the accidental breakage of parts ï clev-

er. (Continued on Page 8) 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?start=167&sa=X&biw=1920&bih=960&tbm=isch&tbnid=apBwJusIxlc26M:&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/photo_9926975_vector-illustration-of-an-four-hand-drawing-with-a-pencil.html&docid=FgoThttqiAZX4M&imgurl=http://us.cdn2.123rf.com/168


Probing and Prodding (Contõd from Page 7) 

Page 8 

AMMS Brisbane News Volume 11, Issue 3 

 
Nuts, bolts, seat padding, checker plate, open ventilation grills, track links, suspension 

components, radiators, gear and brake levers, and the list goes on, are all noteworthy 

and magnificently rendered.    

Minimalistic use has been made of slide-moulds to provide enhanced details on a handful 

of parts but curiously not the muzzle apertures of any weapons other than the main ar-

mament ï a shame really. 

The track links are beautiful.  Each link is a two part construction and each part has two 

attachment points.  They clean up and assemble quickly, click together, freely articulate, 

are superbly detailed and they look every bit the part when completed.  Big thumbs up! 

However, I have a couple of relatively minor gripes.  As already mentioned there are 

some ejector pin marks to contend with.  Some are indented and some are raised.  Some 

are completely hidden during construction and others will be if the model is finished fully 

buttoned up.  Pin marks that I addressed include the running boards over the tracks and 

several on the reverse side of the driving platform front and rear walls.   

Other ejector pin marks that may need surgery are evident on the inside surface of the 

cupola walls.  Now this may seem a moot point but for many who may want to show their 

Sturmpanzerwagen with the cupola folded down, as was often the case when not in com-

bat, this will be a big pain in the rear end due to all the other really lovely details that 

adorns these surfaces ï I will cover this issue further in Part 2. 

Again as previously mentioned there are no options to make other A7V.  I am disappoint-

ed because the inclusion of a handful of optional parts would have enabled the modeller 

to make a handful of the other wagens, however I wonôt let this observation influence my 

score because after all it is a review based upon what is in the kit!   

It would have been logical for MENG  to have included options, e.g. alternate front plate, 

but they give you nothing.  I may be wrong, and I sincerely hope not, but this lack of obvi-

ous options suggests to me that this is not the only A7V kit that we will see from MENG. 

On a similar tangent it would have been truly outstanding if MENG had included the 

transmission and motors.  Yes I know, you canôt see them anyway but they have included 

everything else!  For completeness it would have been nice to get a transmission and 

motors for modellers wanting to show A7V in different situations for numerous diorama 

possibilities. 

  
INSTRUCTIONS 

Instructions are produced in the now familiar MENG style, that of a booklet and in this 

instance one of 25 pages.  There are 33 steps, they are easy to follow, methodical, bro-

ken down into a logical sequence and all parts so far are correctly labelled.  33 steps may 

sound like a lot but some steps are merely the joining of sub-assemblies or the addition 

of a couple of parts.  

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?start=167&sa=X&biw=1920&bih=960&tbm=isch&tbnid=apBwJusIxlc26M:&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/photo_9926975_vector-illustration-of-an-four-hand-drawing-with-a-pencil.html&docid=FgoThttqiAZX4M&imgurl=http://us.cdn2.123rf.com/168
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A minor criticism is that the little symbols to provide advice as to what needs to be done are 

not set out in a legend at the start and are more or less introduced as you go along.  This 

caused me a moment of uncertainty at one assembly because I was unsure whether glue 

was advised or not.  But this was soon cleared up when I searched through the instructions 

for the next sequence involving that assembly and discovered that it didnôt matter either 

way. 

No mistakes were identified in the instructions thus far, and as mentioned already, there 

are no provided or suggested optional parts or assemblies.   

All in all very straight forward and clear just as instructions should be!   

  
BUILDABILITY 

So far the kit has gone together like rum and coke (and provided the same enjoyable sen-

sations!).  Most impressive! 

Ah, that is until Step 14 with the adding of the radiators to the driving platform.  This assem-

bly again seems like very clever engineering however mine did not ñdrop fitò as anticipated.  

After a little bit of problem solving and modification I now think I have it sorted.  This issue 

caused me some moments of puzzling consternation, and is a relatively small blight on 

such an otherwise outstanding kit.  

  
ACCURACY 

I have not rated this kit on accuracy ï yet, as I simply wanted to build it out of the box re-

gardless of any inherent errors that may be evident.  It sure looks the goods to me at the 

moment so I will be very disappointed if I find out that MENG have made silly mistakes!  

One omission that I can think of is the failure of MENG to provide the characteristic protec-

tive guards that protrude down from the chassis in front of the gearbox.  Not sure how they 

missed that when everything else seems to be there!  But I will give MENG the benefit of 

the doubt on that one for the moment as I donôt know for sure that they were fitted to every 

vehicle.  I will however conduct further research before concluding my review in Part 2, and 

this will focus on overall measurements, rendered detail and the camouflage and marking 

option.  

 not assessed, this timeéé 

CONCLUSION 

Wow!  I think this has been my response to everyone who has already asked the question.  

It is top of the class in all respects AND has been a really enjoyable build! (Contôd P10) 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?start=167&sa=X&biw=1920&bih=960&tbm=isch&tbnid=apBwJusIxlc26M:&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/photo_9926975_vector-illustration-of-an-four-hand-drawing-with-a-pencil.html&docid=FgoThttqiAZX4M&imgurl=http://us.cdn2.123rf.com/168
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?start=167&sa=X&biw=1920&bih=960&tbm=isch&tbnid=apBwJusIxlc26M:&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/photo_9926975_vector-illustration-of-an-four-hand-drawing-with-a-pencil.html&docid=FgoThttqiAZX4M&imgurl=http://us.cdn2.123rf.com/168
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?start=167&sa=X&biw=1920&bih=960&tbm=isch&tbnid=apBwJusIxlc26M:&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/photo_9926975_vector-illustration-of-an-four-hand-drawing-with-a-pencil.html&docid=FgoThttqiAZX4M&imgurl=http://us.cdn2.123rf.com/168
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 The only thing that could make this kit better is the release of beautifully sculpted crew 

members in various realistic poses!  Fingers crossed.   

Recommended without reservations (but perhaps I am a little biased)!  

OVERALL RATING ï 9 out of 10 up to and including step 

14 

  
 

 

éééé.. and the next instalment of PROBING & PRODDING 

will see the conclusion of the MENG German A7V Tank (Krupp) 

kit build and the final overall verdict! 

Belowðdriving platform installed 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?start=167&sa=X&biw=1920&bih=960&tbm=isch&tbnid=apBwJusIxlc26M:&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/photo_9926975_vector-illustration-of-an-four-hand-drawing-with-a-pencil.html&docid=FgoThttqiAZX4M&imgurl=http://us.cdn2.123rf.com/168

